
Foundations of Algebra 



Many times, we compare two numbers in order to tell 
which number is bigger and which number is smaller.  
 
* For example, suppose Jordie had 5 apples and Liam had 

8 apples. A picture shows us who had more apples and 
who had less. 

 
 



 The smaller the number is, the easier it is to 
compare. We can use a number line to help us 
with small single digit numbers. 
 

 Is 6 bigger than 4? Is 2 smaller than 7? What 
about negative number? 
 

 Try drawing a number line! 



 Is 45 smaller than 52? 
 Is 32 larger than 26? 
 Is 73 greater than 71? 



 Is 82 greater than 81? 
 Is 55 less than 53? 



 Is 719 less than 729? 
 Is 803 less than 603? 





 The greater the number of digits, the greater the 
number is. 

 If two numbers have the same number of digits, 
the number with the bigger digit on the left hand 
side is greater. 

 If the leftmost digits are the same then we 
compare the next digit to the right and keep 
doing this until the numbers are different. 



 We can often use symbols in Algebra to 
represent words, it’s a shortcut! 

 Can you think of any other math symbols we 
use? 

 What other words could replace greater than or 
less than?  










